
OKLAHOMA INDIAN
EVANGELISM CONFERENCE

BIG SUCCESS!
Become All Things

The first of three regional Oklahoma Indian Evange-
lism Conferences was held on Saturday, March 9, 2019 
at Muskogee, Southeast. A new one-day format was 
introduced this year in hopes of increasing attendance 
and making it more convenient for everyone to travel 
home at the end of the day. There were approximately 
170 conference attendees that registered. The confer-
ence theme was “Become All Things” derived from the 
text, “To the weak I became weak, that I might win the 
weak. I have become all things to all people that by all 
means I might save some.” 1 Corinthians 9:22

Worship for the conference was led by Red Letter Re-
vival with special music by Native Praise. The first speak-
er was Mark Pritchett from Tahlequah, New Greenleaf 
who preached from Revelation 5 in which he pointed 
out that there is no one worthy to open the scrolls or 
to break its seals. Brother Pritchett explained that Jesus 
alone is worthy because He was slain and ransomed people for 
God from every tribe and language and nation. The goodness of 
God reconciled man unto Himself, and because of His great love 
and mercy. Our lives should reflect that in how we live daily, wor-
shipping and praising God.

Breakout sessions were held in the morning and afternoon that 
engaged, encouraged and equipped conference attendees. They fo-
cused on the areas of reaching various age groups such as children, 
teenagers, millennials and adults by contextualizing the gospel mes-
sage and exploring other ideas/methods of community evangelism. 

The conference concluded with a general session featuring speak-
er, A.J. Tiger of Henryetta, Silver Spring. The focal passage for the final 
sermon was taken from 1 Peter 5:5-11. Brother Tiger shared that as 
Christians we experience suffering but those times are for our good 
and only last a little while. He encouraged those in attendance to fully 
trust and know that God will bring us through those troubled times 

so that we may share with others the hope we have in Jesus.

On March 16, the second regional conference was held at 
Ardmore, Emmanuel featuring speakers Jordan Parnacher 
of Ada and Wayne Bailey of Calera, Grace. The last 2019 
conference was on Saturday, March 23 at Weather-
ford, First with Kyle Gipp of Weatherford, Indian 
and Willie Doyeto of OKC, Central serving as the 
conference speakers. In total, 79 different 
churches were represented at the three 
conferences with 345 attendees. Make 
plans now to attend next year’s 
OIEC (March 14, 21, 28, 2020).
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PICTURED: JORDAN PARNACHER 
PREACHES AT ARDMORE, 
ATTENDEES SHARE A MEAL 
AT OIEC MUSKOGEE



During the Revolu-
tionary war Colonel Rall, A 

Hessian (German) commander 
at Trenton, New Jersey, was play-

ing cards when a courier brought a 
message stating that General George 

Washington was crossing the Delaware Riv-
er. It was Christmas evening 1776. Rall put 
the letter in his pocket and didn’t bother to 
read it until the game was finished. Then, 
realizing the seriousness of the situation, he 
hurriedly tried to rally his men to meet the 
coming attack, but his procrastination was 
his downfall. Washington and his troops 
crossed the Delaware and won a victory 
that was arguably the turning point of the 
Revolutionary War. Rall and many of his 
men were killed, and the rest of the regi-
ment was captured. Washington’s troops 
suffered minimal casualties.

We have some good people who love 
the Lord in our Indian churches. Each Sun-
day we have good music, good preaching, 
and good fellowship. We must be careful 
that we don’t make the same mistake that 
Colonel Rall made. He was so caught up in 
the moment that he neglected to see the 
bigger picture.

We can get so caught up in what goes on 

at the church building that we fail to see the 
fact that many of our people are hurting and 
have no hope. Ultimately, they will spend an 
eternity separated from God.

2 Chronicles 7:14 says, “If my people, 
which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear 
from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and 
will heal their land.” The first condition of re-
vival is a willingness to humble ourselves.

To be humble is to recognize our spiritu-
al poverty. We sing songs like “How Great is 
Our God,” but do we really see His greatness 
at work in our communities? The church is 
the most powerful organization in the world. 
God can bring a great spiritual awakening in 
Indian country, but He will do it through His 
church. He will do it when God’s people are 
ready to humble themselves and pray.

SHEPHERDING

THE
SHEEP

Rev. Woodrow “Woody” Wilson current-
ly serves as pastor at Ada, First Indian and 
is active with the Chi-Ka-Sha Association. 
Woody also serves on the Board of Di-
rectors for both the BGCO as well as In-
dian Falls Creek. He has served in Native 
churches across Oklahoma in Muskogee, 
Tecumseh, McLoud, and in New Mexi-
co while attending graduate school. He 
is married to Tashina and they have one 
daughter, Marybelle. Woody’s tribal affili-
ations are Kiowa and Choctaw.

Brother Woody’s teaching and preach-
ing are biblical and relevant, using illustra-
tions along with his real-life experiences 
that communicates biblical truth that is 
identifiable and relatable to any audi-
ence. He is employed with the Chickasaw 
Nation in the education field, and under-
stands the unique challenges of working 
a full-time job, caring for a family, and pas-
toring a church. 

In the summer of 2018, Ada, First Indi-
an took their first mission trip in several 
years to Macy, Nebraska to the Omaha 
reservation under the leadership and 
direction of Brother Woody. He is mis-

sion-minded, and desires to see Native 
people come to the saving knowledge 
of Jesus Christ. Brother Woody knows 
first-hand how destructive alcohol and 
drugs are and how that lifestyle leads to a 
downward spiral. He is passionate about 
advancing the gospel by any means and 
trying new things to reach people.

Brother Woody is shepherding the 
sheep in the right direction. They are 
growing not only spiritually, but also 
physically to the point where there is dis-
cussion about adding to or expanding 
their current church facility. It’s definitely 
a praise to be able to fellowship and wor-
ship in a new building that’s only a few 
years old and is already experiencing ex-
ponential growth.

Pray for Brother Woody as he seeks wis-
dom and guidance from God and begins 
to cast vision for Ada, First Indian in 2019. 
Pray for strength and endurance for him 
as he balances work, family, and church. 
Pray for Ada, First Indian and all our Native 
churches who have the opportunity to ad-
vance the Gospel in communities across 
the state.

PRAYING FOR REVIVAL

PICTURED RIGHT: BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
AND MEALS AT THE OKLAHOMA INDIAN 
EVANGELISM CONFERENCE



A mentor is a trusted tutor, counselor or guide. When Jesus 
called the twelve to follow him, he became a mentor to them. 
By his example and his teaching the twelve learned how to 
be fishers of men.

Some young preachers have had the benefit of an older 
preacher who “took them under his wing.” Such people 
learned about ministry by having a mentor. Unfortunately, 
some men surrender to ministry and have to try to figure it out 
on their own. It would be better if they had the opportunity 
to receive both informal and formal training for ministry.

Formal training is available through Robert Haskins School 
of Christian Ministry. Contextualized ministry training is 
available online at a modest cost. Encourage those new to 
ministry to take advantage of this resource.

Another excellent form of training is through mentorships. 
Junior Pratt has about 10 new ministers that he meets with 
on a monthly basis. He equips through dialogue about their 
ministry situations. He is available to them when they need 
help. Brother Pratt also tries to find opportunities for service. 
A group of his trainees have started a work in Enid, while 
others are going to Tonkawa to lead services each Sunday. 

Brother Bill Barnett is meeting with about 12 men in 
Seminole to mentor them in ministry. He uses W.A. Criswell’s 
“Guidebook for Pastors.” He takes the men through a chapter 
each time they meet. In addition, he is open to address any 
needs that the men themselves bring up. His plans are to 
send these men out to get valuable experience and help 
churches that may not have a pastor.

Brother Ron Fleming, DOM of the Choctaw Chickasaw 
Association and Brother Steve Wall, DOM of the Chi-Ka-
Sha Association are working together to mentor the new 
ministers in their associations. This work is just beginning, 
but they hope to equip these men to minister in churches 
that are without a pastor.

Have you thought about becoming a mentor? There is no 
formal education requirement. You simply must be willing 
to share from your personal knowledge and experience. 
You can encourage and guide these newer ministers in their 
development. Some of them are struggling alone in their 
calling. A mentor such as yourself would be a great blessing 
to them. Please think and pray about this.

If you are interested or have questions, contact the BGCO Native 
American Ministries Office. Call (405)942-3800 and ask for either 
Emerson Falls or Ben Little. They will be glad to assist you.

MENTORSHIP

PICTURED RIGHT: CHRIS HODSON LICENSED TO 
PREACH BY JUNIOR PRATT



The need for chaplains among 
our tribes and tribal communities 
is great. Our Native people deal 
with unique situations and circum-
stances. As a chaplain you could 
effectively minister to the commu-
nity during those times.

Please join us for this training.

Please contact Shelley Urton 
to register.

405-942-3800 ext. 4326

surton@bgco.org

COMMUNITY IMPACT
CHAPLAIN TRAINING 

APRIL 26-27
IMAGE BOX

Seminole, 
Indian Nations 
Baptist Church
125 E. Evans Ave
Seminole, OK 74868

Friday: 6:00pm-9:00pm
Saturday: 8:30am-5:30pm
Cost $25.00
Register by April 17

COMMUNITY IMPACT CHAPLAIN TRAINING

CONTACT US!
405.942.3800

www.bgco.org/nativeamerican

Emerson Falls - Specialist
ext. 4306 • efalls@bgco.org

Ben Little - Strategist
ext. 4392 • blittle@bgco.org

Shelley Urton - Ministry Assistant
ext. 4326 • surton@bgco.org

@BGCONativeMin

BGCO Native American 
Ministries


