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The theme for this year’s Indian Falls Creek is “Send Me” and will focus on Isaiah 6:8.  The camp pastor will be Junior Pratt pastor of 
Cushing, First Indian. For a full listing of programming, visit indianfallscreek.net.

Falls Creek Baptist Indian Assembly, a camp for the entire family, is widely anticipated each year becoming a tradition for many 
churches and their members. Hosting campers who represent between 25-40 tribes and over 250 churches each year as well as 
non-Native people, Indian Falls Creek is one of the largest Native Christian encampments in North America.

The registration fees for the week are $55 for ages seven and older and $15 for ages six and below. For housing questions please 
contact Sue Fish suef@aiccf.org. For all other inquiries contact Victor Cope, Executive Director, 405.388.1568 or ndnrev@aol.com.

JUNE 
2-Native Ministry Wives Retreat 
4-8 - MSW RA/GA Camp 
18-22 - CBA Family Camp 
11-13 - SBC Annual Meeting  

JULY 
2-6 - Choctaw Chickasaw Family Camp 
2-6 - Western OK Indian Family Camp 
9-13 - MSW Baptist Assembly 
29-31 - Indian Falls Creek  

AUGUST 
1-2 - Indian Falls Creek 
24-26 - Choctaw Chickasaw Annual Meeting
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 There are a variety of Indian Camps happening 
this summer. Each one is designed to bring fellow 
believers together and encourage them.
 The first camp of the year is the Muscogee 
Seminole Wichita Royal Ambassadors, Girls in 
Action, and Acteens camp. This camp is open to 
those ages 6-18 and will enable students to learn 
more about missions.
 Family Camp at Cherokee Baptist Assembly will 
be June 18-22. Leo Duncan will be leading as camp 
pastor. Tim Cochran will bring everyone together 
in worship. The focus for this week is Galations 6:2, 
“Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law 
of Christ.” (ESV)
 Choctaw Chickasaw Family Camp will be held at 
Kiamichi Baptist Assembly. This year’s camp will be 
held July 2-6 and led by camp pastor Dr. 
Emerson Falls. 

 The morning speakers include Dr. James Swain, 
Rev. Randy Fuller, Rev. Stanley Shomo, and Rev. 
Wayne Bailey. There will be classes held for all ages 
and activities available throughout the week.
 The Western Oklahoma Indian Baptist Family 
Camp will be July 2-6. The theme verse is “Do not 
be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may 
discern what is the will of God, what is good and 
acceptable and perfect.” Romans 12:2 (ESV). Steve 
Campbell will be sharing throughout the week as 
camp pastor and Dylan Mateo will lead woship.   
 The mission of this camp is to evangelize to the 
campers and equip campers in the Christian life.
Please take advantage of the opportunity to 
gather and fellowship with fellow believers at 
camp this summer.

Native American ministry wives will gather together at Ada, First Indian for a time of fellowship and refreshment. Sarah Garcia, wife 
of the pastor at Jay, Tyio, will lead as one of the speakers for this day. Wanda Postoak, wife of a retired pastor, will serve as the other 
speaker. The Gastineaus will lead worship throughout this retreat. This event is specifically designed for those who have a husband 
on staff at a Native American church. It will begin at 9am with a continental breakfast and conclude at 3pm and lunch will be 
served. This is a free event but prior registration is required. To register, please email Hannah Sawyers, hsawyers@bgco.org,
 by May 24.

For more than 170 years, Southern Baptists have sought to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to all people everywhere. At each year’s SBC annual meeting, representatives from 
cooperating churches, called messengers, conduct convention business and enjoy times of 
encouragement and worship. This year’s meeting will be held at Kay Bailey Hutchinson 
Convention Center, in Dallas, Texas. The meeting will be June 11-13. Anyone who is a part of 
a SBC church is welcome to attend and may be registered as a messenger through their 
church. More information can be found at www.sbcannualmeeting.net.

Jesus was the first person to utter the word, 
“church.”  Yet, He framed His ministry in terms 
of God’s Kingdom breaking into our world, 
not into a church building.  Just look at how 
Jesus introduced His ministry:

Jesus proclaimed the gospel by saying, “The time is fulfilled, 
and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.” (Mark 1:14-15 KJV). Although Jesus was the first person 
to speak of the “church,” He framed His ministry in terms of the 
Kingdom of God. This does minimize the importance of the 
local church because instead it emphasizes the significance of 
the Kingdom of God. 

We seem to be focusing so much on our local churches that we 
ignore the Kingdom. Yes, we should love and support our local 
church, but we should also love our neighborhood, our 
workplace, our community, our state and our world. 

In an article called “The Church vs. the Kingdom” 
(churchleaders.com), Jim Botts says, 

“The Kingdom is not a means to a bigger church; the church is a 
means to demonstrating the Kingdom!”

In other words, we are called to be laborers in the fields, not 
just inside the four walls of our church building. If we are going 

to reach Native Americans for Christ, we must come to terms 
with the fact that most unchurched people are not coming to 
our churches. Therefore, our churches need to go them! 

The Native American Ministries Leadership Team is proposing 
that we work together as churches to create mission teams to 
labor in the fields. Churches can partner together to:

• Help a plateaued or dying church to become strong 
 and healthy

• Do maintenance and repair of a church that does not have 
 the resources to repair it’s building

• Plant a church in community where there is no church for 
 Native people

• Partner with a church somewhere in the U. S. or Canada to 
 help develop local leaders

It may be hard for one church to do this, but working with 
three, four, or five other churches, it becomes possible. In 
future issues of this newsletter, you will learn about specific 
opportunities to grow God’s Kingdom. Begin now to pray and 
search the scriptures. Listen to the Holy Spirit. God is calling us 
to reach our people, and we can do it. We are co-laborers with 
Christ and with each other.
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Called to Fish was the focus of this year’s Oklahoma Indian Evangelism Conference (OIEC). Conferences were held in both Bixby and 
Ardmore to equip and encourage lay leaders to evangelize.

The plenary sessions encouraged evangelism efforts. The Bixby conference featured Ernest Best, Steve Campbell, Jordan Kanuho 
and Ben Little. The Ardmore conference featured Jimmy Anderson, Dr. Anthony Jordan, Jay Mule, and Woody Wilson. 

The breakout sessions equipped those in attendance with strategies to effectively reach the lost for Christ. There were sessions at 
both conferences led by Mike Napier about the evangelism resources that are available. Both conferences hosted sessions on 
reaching young adults, youth, and children for Christ. In Bixby, De Brown led a session on church multiplication. In Ardmore, 
Emerson Falls led a session on the evangelism process.

Overall, many attended these conferences and we hope you will make plans to do the same. There will be three regional 
conferences in 2019. The tentative dates are March 9 (North), March 16 (South), and March 23 (Central). You are encouraged to put 
these dates on your calendar.

GONE FISHING
OIEC EQUIPS NATIVE LEADERS TO 
SHARE THE GOSPEL

Contact Us!
405.942.3800
Emerson Falls - Specialist • ext. • 4306 efalls@bgco.org
Ben Little - Strategist • ext. 4392 • blittle@bgco.org
Hannah Sawyers - Ministry Assistant • ext.4326 • hsawyers@bgco.org
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