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Introduction and Background to 1 Peter
Heath Thomas, OBU

Thematic Verse:
“And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little
while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and steadfast. To him be the power for ever
and ever. Amen” (1 Pet. 5:10-li, NIV)

Structure of the Book (Ancient Letter Writing):
1. Introduction and Greeting (1:1-2)

2. Body of Letter with Content (1:3-5:11)

a. Thanksgiving and Praise f 1:3-12)
b. Characteristics of Christian Life (1:13-2:10)
c. Household Code / Conduct in Social Relationships (2:11-3:12)
U. Encouragement to Faithfulness in the face of Persecution (3:13-5:11)

3. Closing Greetings ( 5:12-14)

Sources for the Book
1. Teaching of Jesus: 1:4/I Luke 12:33; 1:13 I/Luke 12:35; 1:181/ Mark 10:45; 3:14/I Matt. 5:10

2. OLD TESTAMENTfl: “Few New Testament books show so rich and varied a use of Old Testament
teaching, both in quotation and in allusion.” -I. H. Marshall, 1 Peter (IVPNTC; Downers Grove, IL:
InterVarsity, 1991).

3. Common Teaching in the Early Church: similarities to Hebrews and John, and Paul.
a. Material for New Converts (Catechesis)
b. Material for understanding the Christian Life (Ethics)
c. Material for bearing up under persecution (Faithfulness)
U. Early “Hymns” (1:3-5; 2:22-25; 3:18-22; 5:5-9)

Author of the Book:
1. Peter: Early church agreed on this. Peter was bi-or-tri-lingual, possibly the letter was written

through Silvanus (5:12). Peter could have known of Asia Minor because of visitors to Rome,
and he wrote to the churches there.

2. Pseudonymity: Reasons...Peter could not have known such good Greek; Peter and Christians in
Asia Minor?; No “eyewitness” connections to Jesus in the book, excluding Peter, etc.

3. Unknown ...not persuasive.

Place of Writing:
Almost certainly Peter writes from ROME, as he speaks of those who are in “BABYLON” in 5:13, which is
a code-word for ROME.

Life Setting of the Heaters
It is likely that the time of the writing was sometime between 62-65 AD. Although there is clearly
persecution going on in this letter, it is not to the degree that Christians seem to be regularly killed. In
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fact, NO deaths are reported and no martyrs mentioned in 1 Peter. This leads to the conclusion that the
book is written prior to the terrible persecution and martyrdom that would have followed under the rule
of Emperor Nero.

The social location of the hearers is MODERN DAY TURKEY. Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, and Bithynia
are provinces in Turkey, or A51a Minor.

“The order in which the areas ate listed probably designates the order in which the courier (Siivanus per 5:12) carried
the letter. The regions are roughly In a circle.”

I. R. Schreiner, 1,2 Peter, Jude (NAC 37; Nashville: B&H Publishers, 2003), p.37.

Some scholars assume that the hearers are Gentiles and Gentile converts (Schreiner). Others believe the
community was mixed of converted Jews and Gentiles (Marshall). I tend to follow Marshall. There are
converts who are deeply aware of Jewish Scripture tOT) and so it follows that there are converted Jews
there. Gentiles, however, are likely as well. So I argue that it is likely a mixed congregation. It is also
likely full of converted slaves (2:13-25) and not many converted slave owners. It is also likely full of
converted wives, but not full of converted husbands (3:1-7, per Marshall).

“...a number of scholars have argued that this document is not so much a letter to persecuted christians as the report of a sermon(or even more than one sermon) for a baptismal service, giving teaching for new converts. This interpretation of the document isnot satisfactory for various reasons, but it contains an important element of truth: Teaching given repeatedly to young Christianslies at the root of the letter. Much of the teaching is not directly and explicitly on persecution; it is basic instruction for young(and old) Christians that remains relevant in the special situation of hostility.
This shows that, although it was written to a specific situation, 1 Peter had a message for all Christians in the first century. Asa result, we can without too much difficulty loosen it from its first-century setting and read it as a message for Christians today.”

Map of Asia Minor

The hearers likely were facing social exclusion and persecution, though it is unlikely that they were being
martyred (1:6-7; 2:18-20; 3:1, 13-17; 4:1-4, 12-19; 5:10).

I.H. Marshall, 1 Peter CNIVNTC; Downers Grove, IL: lnterVarsity Press, 1991).


