BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES FOR CHURCH GROWTH [endnoteRef:1] [1:  	The chart on page 80 and the copy for biblical principles, kingdom results, and church practice on pages 88-93, 99-101, and 103-106 have been adapted from Gene Mims, Kingdom Principles for Church Growth, Revised and Expanded (Nashville: LifeWay Press, 1994, 2001) and Gene Mims, The Kingdom-Focused Church (Nashville: B&H, 2003).] 



Church growth is the result of God’s supernatural work through His people to accomplish His kingdom purposes. Church growth also is the result of God’s people obeying His will and His Word in the world.


The Great Commission defines for His church God’s mission in the world.

“Then Jesus came near and said to them, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age’ ” (Matt. 28:18-20).

The Great Commission is God’s expressed mission to His people in His Word and through His people to the world. At its core, the Great Commission (Matt. 28:18-20) is a command to join Christ in His mission. 

It represents the overriding mandate—the driving force—to any New Testament church. That mandate is “to make disciples.” Making disciples involves leading people to personal faith in Jesus Christ as God’s Messiah and humanity’s personal redeemer, assimilating new believers into the life and ministry of the church, and leading them toward maturity in Christ.

Without the driving force of the Great Commission, church growth will be little more than a misguided attempt to gain numbers, increase enrollments, discover methods, utilize marketing techniques, and do something different. The Great Commission defines God’s mission (which is our mission) in the world. The Commission is the Lord’s marching orders for every believer and church. 

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.” – We cannot fulfill the Great Commission in our own strength and in our way. The power and authority to do what our Lord commanded are His, not ours.

“Go, therefore.” – Christ commands us to go into our world with His message of hope and salvation. We go to family, friends, neighbors, and strangers because Jesus tells us to go. For a Christian, going is not an option; it is the Lord’s command. 

“Make disciples.” – The best translation of the Greek word sometimes translated teach is “make disciples.” To become a disciple, a person has to turn from sin and receive salvation from Christ. A disciple is a learner, a follower of Christ who has experienced a radical change of life and lifestyle. Christians are partners with the Lord in redemption.


“All nations.” – The kingdom of God is for all people. It is not limited to any racial, national, social, or cultural group. The gospel reveals the Lord’s love for all kinds of people in all kinds of circumstances in all kinds of places. There are no limits on the gospel, geographic or otherwise. 

“Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” – Baptism is an act of obedience and a picture of a person’s identification with Christ in His death, burial, and resurrection. It symbolizes what God has done for us in redemption. When Christ redeems us, we die to sin and rise to new life in Him.

“Teaching them to observe everything I have commanded you.” – Christians are to bring disciples into a deeper relationship with Christ and into a better understanding of His will. New disciples are led to spiritual maturity by other believers who help them know and do the things Jesus commanded.

“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” – Jesus assured His disciples that His constant presence would be with them to help them fulfill His Great Commission. Our Lord is beside us, around us, and within us. We join Him, at His invitation, in His redemptive work.


The church fulfills the Great Commission through five functions.

The New Testament describes five functions or purposes that every church can and must do in order to fulfill the Great Commission. These functions are evangelism, discipleship, fellowship, ministry, and worship. Each believer must do the same five functions to fulfill his or her personal calling in the world. 

1.	Evangelism 

Evangelism is the process of sharing the gospel with the lost and leading them to a personal relationship with Christ that enables them to enter the kingdom of God. It is asking them to repent of their sins, to put their faith in Christ for the forgiveness of sins and the free gift of eternal life, and to follow Him forever as Lord. 

“ ‘Repent,’ Peter said to them, ‘and be baptized, each of you, in the name of Jesus the  Messiah for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you and for your children, and for all who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call.’ And with many other words he testified and strongly urged them, saying, ‘Be saved from this corrupt generation!’ So those who accepted his message were baptized, and that day about 3,000 people were added to them” (Acts 2:38-41).

“Therefore if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; old things have passed away, and look, new things have come. Now everything is from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that is, in Christ, God was reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and He has committed the message of reconciliation to us. Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ; certain that God is appealing through us, we plead on Christ’s behalf, ‘Be reconciled to God.’ He made the One who did not know sin to be sin for us, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him” (2 Cor. 5:17-21).

Evangelism is the good news of the gospel spoken by believers and lived out in their lives. Christians are saved to fellowship with the King of kings and Lord of lords. That is too much blessing to be kept to oneself. Evangelism is sharing the blessing with those who do not have it. It is a spiritual interaction between saved people and the lost. 

Evangelism under the lordship of Christ is the only way to make disciples. The need for the gospel is universal and the message is universal and effective in all cultures. Evangelism is a believer sharing the gospel with a lost person of any age or culture in ways both understand. God saves His people for fellowship with Him and sends them into the world to help others to personally know the joy of forgiveness and the blessing of wholeness through the saving work of Jesus Christ on the cross.

2.	Discipleship

Discipleship is a lifelong journey of obedience to Christ that transforms a person’s values and behavior and results in ministry in one’s home, church, and in the world. Disciples are people who have responded to the Holy Spirit’s conviction by repenting of their sins, have trusted Jesus Christ’s redeeming work for forgiveness from sin, and have begun the journey of life with Christ desiring to grow into the likeness of Christ. Mature discipleship, living for the Lord in every aspect of life while awaiting the coming of the Savior to bring everything under His control, is a goal for all believers. 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayers. Then fear came over everyone, and many wonders and signs were being performed through the apostles” (Acts 2:42-43).

“For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast. For we are His creation—created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time so that we should  walk in them” (Eph. 2:8-10).

Nothing about the Christian life is natural or easy. The life of a disciple involves struggle, inconvenience, and sometimes terrible suffering. Believers must be taught to understand and practice the ways of Christ. They must see kingdom living displayed in believers who are more spiritually mature. Then they must model kingdom living for those who are younger in their faith. 

Nurturing disciples is the process of teaching the new citizen in the kingdom of God to love, trust, and obey God the King and how to evangelize and train others to do the same. The discipleship process requires commitment, patience, and obedience, because maturing believers requires time.

3.	Fellowship 

Fellowship is intimate spiritual relationship with God and with other believers brought together in Jesus Christ, the way members express their “oneness” in Jesus Christ. The biblical word means “to share in” or “to come into communion” and suggests unity and community. See the biblical church covenant on page 66.

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayers. . . . And every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the  temple complex, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to them those who were being saved” (Acts 2:42, 46, 47).

Fellowship does not happen by accident. It is the result of the power of God working in individual believers and in the church body. As believers share with others their salvation experiences, practice living Christlike lives, and demonstrate their faith by serving others, fellowship flourishes as surely as summer follows spring. 

Without warm, loving fellowship churches will not grow. People will not come where bickering, selfishness, coldness, and tensions prevail. People want to be where peace, joy, love, and family relationships prevail. 

In addition to the local fellowship of believers, the church is a great family of believers across the world. When one Christian meets another anywhere in the world, regardless of language, color, or culture, they have an immediate bond with each other because they share in the same saving grace of Jesus Christ. Jesus described His relationship with the Father in terms of oneness and offers His followers that same kind of relationship with Him and with each other.

Christ’s unity with the Father is the pattern for churches not bound together by creeds or confessions, programs, and ministries, but with the bonds of God’s love and the bonding power of the Holy Spirit. A prerequisite to fellowship among believers is dynamic worship of the living God who makes all people one through the cross of Christ. Those who experience fellowship with God in worship cannot withhold fellowship from others who worship this same one and only God.

4.	Ministry

“Now all the believers were together and had everything in common. So they sold their possessions and property and distributed the proceeds to all, as anyone had a need” (Acts 2:44-45).

“And He personally gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, some pastors and teachers, for the training of the saints in the work of ministry, to build up the body of Christ, until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of God’s Son, growing into a mature man with a stature measured by Christ’s fullness. Then we will no longer be little children, tossed by the waves and blown around by every wind of teaching, by human cunning with cleverness in the techniques of deceit. But speaking the truth in love, let us grow in every way into Him who is the head—Christ” (Eph. 4:11-15).

Ministry is meeting another person’s need in the name of Jesus, both members of the church and non-members. Using the resources God provides, it is expressed as service to people inside the church family and expressed as missions to those outside the church. This ministry grows out of a transformed and serving life. 

Christian compassion demands that we minister to all people without regard to their race, religious affiliation, abilities, or circumstances. Ministry is rooted in the compassion and concern the Lord builds into the hearts of believers when they enter His kingdom. 

Human need is so staggering that our own resources alone will never be enough. As God expects us to minister, He gives us the power and the means to do so. We must be good stewards of the faith, abilities, and resources God has given us. 

Every church has the responsibility to equip its members to discover, develop, and use their ministry gifts in ways that honor Christ and build God’s kingdom. Ministry is as natural to growing Christians as are evangelism and discipleship because of the Holy Spirit dwelling in them. Churches that are relevant to their community grow.

5.	Worship

Worship is the response of believers to the presence, holiness, and revelation of Almighty God that transforms them into His likeness. It leads worshippers to a greater appreciation for God, a better understanding of His ways, and a deeper commitment to Him. Worship brings us face-to-face with our Creator and draws us closer to His image. Worship arises from the commands of God in Scripture and the grateful hearts of the redeemed. Worship is to the soul what breathing is to the body.

“And every day they devoted themselves to meeting together in the  temple complex, and broke bread from house to house. They ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. And every day the Lord added to them those who were being saved” (Acts 2:46-47).

“Jesus told her, ‘Believe Me,  woman, an hour is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You  Samaritans worship what you do not know. We worship what we do know, because salvation is from the Jews. But an hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth. Yes, the Father wants such people to worship Him. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth’ ” (John 4:21-24).

Christian worship is first a personal experience; then it is a family and a congregational experience. Church leaders have the responsibility to help new believers grow in all aspects of worship: prayer, devotional Scripture reading, praise, adoration, confession, repentance, profession, and stewardship of life. In addition, corporate worship is fostered through public Scripture reading, preaching, and the ordinances.

The first worship experience of all Christians is when their yielded hearts bow before God confessing and repenting of sin, turn to Jesus Christ for salvation from sin, and rejoice at the reality of salvation. Encountering God in worship transforms believers more and more into 


