KINGDOM RESULTS

Kingdom results mean the supernatural activity of God is being expressed through the body of Christ and is being reflected in the changed lives of people. The following four results are measures or indicators of faithful obedience in responding to the Great Commission and serving God in growing His kingdom.

1.	More Like Christ — Spiritual Transformation

Spiritual transformation is God’s work of changing a believer into the likeness of Jesus by creating a new identity in Christ and by empowering a lifelong relationship of love, trust, and obedience that glorifies God.

In the Great Commission, Jesus said the church must be teaching new disciples to obey everything He commanded (Matt. 28:20). Paul wrote, “We all . . . are reflecting the glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory; this is from the Lord who is the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18).

New believers need to understand and live the true meaning of discipleship. Just as children pass a series of milestones on their way to maturity, believers go through transformational passages on their way to spiritual maturity. 

Spiritual transformation can be observed in at least four dimensions. 

· Developing in our relationship with Christ – We get our daily growth and spiritual nourishment from the same source we got our eternal life—Jesus Christ (John 15:5). Jesus desires for us to have the same kind of relationship with Him that He has with the Father (John 17:21). We are to grow to the point that He lives His life in and through us (Gal. 2:19-20). 
· Developing in our relationships with believers – The mark of a church is the warm, loving relationships believers enjoy with one another (John 13:34-35). Although we have many different backgrounds, cultures, ideas, opinions, and experiences, we have a common bond in Christ (Gal. 3:26-28). 
· Developing in our relationships with unbelievers – Those who are objects of the Father’s love and concern must be on our hearts and minds as well. Believers have been given the ministry and message of reconciliation as His ambassadors (2 Cor. 5:18-20). With the power of the Holy Spirit, we are His witnesses to those nearby and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). 
· Developing Christian disciplines – The Christian life is built on important disciplines such as Bible reading, prayer, worship, witnessing, and faithful participation in the fellowship of believers. These activities will not produce mature Christians by themselves, but believers need them to grow spiritually. 


2.	More People Reached for Christ — Numerical Growth

Numbers are important in the kingdom of God or the Bible would not have recorded them. Twice in the second chapter of Acts, Luke records the number of people who were baptized and added to the church (v. 41, 47). Luke reports in Acts 6:1 that “the number of disciples was multiplying.” Six verses later the number of disciples “multiplied greatly.” It is obvious that God is pleased when His children serve in ways that help His kingdom come on earth. Numerical growth means increases in all areas of the church.  Also numerical growth means any size church can grow.

There’s nothing wrong with seeing numbers as evidence of God at work. The danger is in seeing numbers as statistics rather than people and in using numbers as the only measure of growth. 

What numerical growth does the church desire? Results can be expected in each of the following areas if the church is faithfully and effectively involved in evangelism, discipleship, fellowship, ministry, and worship.

· Professions of faith and baptisms
· People attending Bible study
· People participating regularly in corporate worship and corporate prayer 

Churches that expect numerical growth are normally engaged in training for these growth areas, involved in ministries outside the church, practicing biblical stewardship, providing effective discipleship, and participating in mission projects. Some churches already have practical and challenging growth goals while others have become comfortable being on a growth plateau or in a gradual decline.

3.	More Service in the Name of Christ — Ministry Expansion

When Jesus spoke of the final judgment in Matthew 25:31–46, He talked about ministry. “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me” (25:40).

As the church becomes sensitive to the unmet needs in the fellowship, the community, and the world, they will expand their ministries to meet those needs. Ministry expansion means that as a church grows numerically and as people are transformed spiritually, the Holy Spirit opens additional doors of ministry. As long as we minister to hurting people, we will  never lack for an audience.

“In those days, as the number of the disciples was multiplying, there arose a complaint by the Hellenistic Jews against the Hebraic Jews that their widows were being overlooked in the daily distribution. Then the Twelve summoned the whole company of the disciples and said, ‘It would not be right for us to give up preaching about God to wait on tables. Therefore, brothers, select from among you seven men of good reputation, full of the Spirit and wisdom, whom we can appoint to this duty’” (Acts 6:1-3).
“In the local church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius the Eyrenian, Manaen, a close friend of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. As they were ministering to the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work that I have called them to.’ Then, after they had fasted, prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them off” (Acts 13:1-3). 

God intends to meet the needs in the fellowship, community, and world through the lives of His children who seek out areas of ministry in which to serve. God expects us to place our gifts, abilities, and resources in His hands for His use. He will bless them and add to them so that we will have more than enough to meet the needs of all people. The church must listen to the Holy Spirit’s voice through the Word of God and prayer and must depend on the Spirit to lead it to the ministry He desires. The more mature believers are the more likely God will lead them to do greater and different things. 

4.	More of Christ’s Heart for the World — Kingdom Advance

Kingdom advance is God’s daily work of extending His kingdom throughout the world. The church is involved in reaching the world for Christ by praying, giving generously, and sending members on mission into the world. This is the Great Commission in its purest and best form. Remember, however, the Great Commission’s ‘go’ is not complete until people are sent out from local churches––to advance His kingdom to ‘all nations’––as the Lord directs.”

“Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness” (Matt. 6:33).

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

Kingdom advance results from kingdom consciousness. Sights are lifted above self-interest, or one class or group or team, or one church or denomination. Above all human structure is the kingdom of God. The measure of kingdom advance in a church is the church praying “Your kingdom come, your will be done” (Matt. 6:10) and accepting God’s rule in all of its affairs. 

When a church grows numerically, spiritually, and in ministry, believers become sensitive to the need to extend the gospel beyond their community to a world lost in sin. Their window on the world is enlarged. Their desire to witness, disciple, and minister is multiplied and enlarged. Involvement in missions reveals that the people of God have developed a worldview that is proper and biblical. The church will see the world as God sees it and will respond by sending its members into the world as missionaries. 

God calls out believers to go into the world with the message of redemption. For some believers, the call will be to their families, churches, and neighborhoods. Others will be called to faraway places. But all believers are commissioned by Jesus to go into the world. “Just as the Father has sent Me, I also send you” (John 20:21). 
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