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Explanation in Expository Preaching 
 
 
 

Step #1: ____________ your exegetical material through the filter of your 
________ idea. 

 
 

 Explanation. What information won’t my audience immediately understand? 

 Argumentation. What assertion(s) won’t my audience immediately agree with? 

 Application. How are these truths relevant to my audience? 

 Illustration. Which assertion(s) can be enhanced with additional light? 
 
 

The Content Question 
Is this information absolutely necessary or extremely helpful 

in supporting the main idea of this sermon? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Step #2: ________________ what needs to be explained. 
 
 

The Explanation Question 
What information won’t my audience immediately understand? 

 
 
 

  



 
 

 

Step #3: Determine the ________ way to explain each element. 
 

 Presentation of Facts—information drawn from the analysis of the text. “There are 3 
different words in the language of the New Testament, all of which are translated with 
the English word ‘know.’ The word used in this verse means to know by experience.” 

 Theological Statement—a conclusion or assertion. “Jesus is the only way to heaven.” 

 Narration—a story based on the setting, characters, and action of the text. “Several 
hours before daylight, Jesus woke up before anyone else and went to a deserted place 
in order to be alone with the Father.” 

 Cross-Reference—a supporting parallel passage. “Some help in identifying which rock 
Jesus was referring to in Matthew 16:18 can be found in 1 Peter 2:1–8.” 

 Comparison—relation to a familiar concept. “One jot and one tittle would be similar to 
one serif and one period.” 

 Illustration – a verbal picture of an idea. “H2O is often found in 3 forms—water (liquid), 
ice (solid) and steam (vapor). The triune God is like that—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—1 
God in 3 persons. He has the same nature in 3 manifestations.” 

 Visual Aid—object or other visual augmentation. “Putting on the new man in Ephesians 
4:24 describes the same action as my taking off this jacket I’ve been wearing and putting 
on this new jacket” (actually do it as you speak). 

 Oral Interpretation—reading the text as the biblical author or speaker likely intended it. 
“Come to Me [emphasis], all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I [emphasis] will 
give you rest. Take My [emphasis] yoke upon you and learn from Me [emphasis] . . .” 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Step #4: Explain each element in an ________________, ____________ and 

________ manner. 


