
 

 

Application in the Preaching of Grace 
Lecture One: The Place and Proportions of Application 

 

 

Goal of this lecture:  To see how grace motivates and enables powerful application of 

Biblical truth for obedience and hope. 

 

 

Introduction:   Dr. Rayburn’s “So what?!” 

 

 

I.  What is Application? 

 
A.  The ____________ God requires of man 

 

- What the Scriptures principally teach 

- What preachers principally preach 

 

B.  The _________________ consequence of expounded truth 

 

C.  The __________________ or behavior a Biblical truth requires 
 

 

II.  How Important is Application? 

 
A. Broadus - “The main thing to be done” 

 

B.  Calvin - “If we leave it to men’s choice to follow what is taught\them, they will 

never move one foot.  Therefore, the doctrine itself can profit nothing at all.”  

(Sermon on II Timothy 4:1-2). 

 

 C.  Our Generational Experience 

      (contra:  sola Spiritus) 

      Just as we _______________ what the Spirit must ultimately interpret,  

     we must _________________ what the Spirit will ultimately apply. 

 

     D.  Our Personal Ethos 

 Ethos > Logos + Pathos 

 Ethos = Credibility   +   Compassion 

   knowledge      altruistic care 

 realism altruistic courage (noting memory retention hierarchy) 
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III. What are Perspectives on the “Place” of Application? 
 

A. Traditional Practice: At the Conclusion of the Exposition (i.e. at the end of the 

sermon; but, consider advantages and disadvantages of Puritan tradition) 

 

B. Homiletical Advice: In Each Main Point’s “Exposition” (i.e., integrating 

meaning and significance to expound understanding of the biblical text) 

 

i. Deductive Models (inverted pyramid): 

 

  a. Explanation 

 

  b. Illustration 

 

  c. Application 

 

 

ii. Inductive Models (“conversational” pyramid): 

 

  a. Application/Illustration 

 

  b. Illustration/Application 

 

  c. Explanation 
 

 

iii. Integrated Models: 

a. Application from a Rhetorical Need (“put a a man in a hole” = 

Communication Models) 

b. Application from a Biblical FCF (identify a redemptive “burden” = 

Pastoral Model) 

 The “Swiss Cheese” effect of 2 Tim. 3:16-17 and Rom. 15:5  

 The Fallen Condition Focus Process 

o Identify the Big ___________ of the text 

o Identify the _____________ causing the text (in context) 

o Show how we __________ the struggle (mutual condition)     

                

   Pastoral effect: Truth  Struggle 

 

 <>Summary: Explanation, Illustration and Application are all needed for full 

exposition of a Biblical Text (though each has been debated preaching history); 

but we still have questions regarding proportion, order and components. 
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IV. What are Appropriate Proportions for Application? 
 

 A.  A Generic Model: 

  1/3 _______________ 

  1/3 _______________ 

  1/3 _______________ 

 

 B. The Seminary Error:   

 

C. The Popular Error: 

 

D. A Pastoral Model: 

 

  

V. What are the Components of Application? 
 

 A. What should I do?   ________________ Specificity 

   What does this text require me to do, believe, accept, change, etc.? 

 

 B. Where should I do it? ________________ Specificity   

     Good application=situational specificity + instructional specificity. 

  

C.  Why should I do it?  Proper __________________  

 

D. How do I do it?  Proper __________________ 

 

 

VI. Prudent use of Applicational Options 

1.  Open the _____________ 

2.  Reverse the _____________ 

3.  Turn the ____________ On 

4.  Love a ____________; and, a _____________ 
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Application in the Preaching of Grace 
Lecture Two: The Process of Application 

 

 

VI.  What Troubles Us About Application? 
 

A. The __________________ required to be specific 

 

(consider “The Breaking Point”) 

 

B.  The __________________ required to be specific 

 

1.   Mistaking duties required by the text. 

 

2.   Requiring duties not developed from the text. 

  

3.   Not matching tone to task 

 

4.   Confusing a “good idea” with a biblical mandate 

 

C.  The ______________ limited (?) by requiring specific duties 

 

 

 

D.  The ________________ denied (?) by requiring specific duties 

 

 Is it ungracious to talk about duty? 

1.  To redeem from an _____________ way of life is gracious. 

2.  To teach to say, ______, to ungodliness is gracious. 

3.  To lead to the _________________ of obedience is gracious. 

4.  To teach that there is ________________ for disobedience is gracious. 

 What is ungracious with regard to duty? 

 

1.  To teach that there is ______________ in obedience is ungracious. 

2.  To teach that God _______________ for disobedience is ungracious. 

3.  To teach that God does not _______________ godliness is ungracious. 

4.  To teach the law apart from ________________ is ungracious. 
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Example 1: Teaching the “Deadly Be’s” Alone 

Example 2: Teaching Polarities of Perspectives Alone 

 

VII.   How Do We Properly Apply? 

 
A.  Regular use of ALL ___________ Questions of Application? 

   What, Where, Why, How 

 

1.  Provide ___________________ specificity (answering the What question): 

 The specific instructions derived from and proved by the  

exposition’s concepts and _________________.  

 

 The importance of “expositional __________” 

 

What it is:       What it does: 

 Consistent use of main point    - establishes your scriptural rationale 

  and/or sub-point key terms in   - maintains your scriptural authority 

  applicational instructions.    - overcomes the “Breaking Point” 

 

 

 2.  Provide ________________ specificity (answering the Where question) 

a.  Identify where in real life the concept applies 

b.  Be concrete by going in through the __________ door 

c.  Spotlight one situation, then more quickly “unroll”  

     (i.e. identify other situations your people face where the  

    expositional principle also applies -- “Don’t fence me in”) 

 

d.  Illustrate the application vs. explanation – discover the motivation power 

of illustrations vs. the clarification power.  

 

 

3.  Provide Biblical ______________ (answering the Why question) 

 

a.  Love over ___________ (self-protection) 

 

b.  Gratitude over ____________ (self-promotion) 

 

 

 The motive hierarchy (Why should I do what God requires?): 
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   Love for God   (Motivated God’s gracious character in the text) 

   Love for others   (Motivated by love for those our God loves) 

   Love for self   (Motivated by love for the person my God loves) 

 

 The motivation levers (maintaining proper reasons for repentance) 

What can change   What cannot change 

Fellowship    Sonship 

Blessing    Welfare 

Our assurance    His affection 

His delight in our actions  His desire for our good 

Discipline    Destiny 

Conviction    Justification (no condemnation) 

 

 

<> In Christ-centered (grace-oriented) preaching the ________ don’t 

change; the ______________ do. 
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Application in the Preaching of Grace 
Lecture Three: The Power of Application 

 

 

VII. How Does God reveal his gracious character?  

Answer: Through “Christ-centered exposition” that discloses the grace in 

all Scripture culminating in Christ 

 
A. Alternative Approaches (Redemptive/Historical; Doctrinal Instruction; 

Relational Interaction; Literary Motif) 

 

1. Predictive of the Work of Christ 3. Reflective of the Work of Christ  

2. Preparatory for the Work of Christ 4. Resultant of the Work of Christ 

B. Universal Approach (Two lenses to uses in all contexts) 

1. God’s nature which provides the work of Christ? 

2. Our nature which requires the work of Christ? 

 

IX. What is the Purpose of Expounding Grace from all Scripture? 

A.  Too many people confuse their Who and their Do (i.e., confuse their 

justification with their sanctification). 

 

1. What we do does not determine who we are 

2. Who we are determines what we do 

B. Faithful exposition shows the “imperative rests on the indicative and the 

order is not reversible” (Deut. 5:6; Epistle structure; Heb. 10:14) 

 

 
         

X. How Does Expounding Grace Enable the Application of Scripture 

Answering the Question: How Do We Discover the Power for Christian Living 

A. Knowledge is Power  

1. What Honors God and Blesses Us (Doctrine and Duty) 
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2. Who You Are (Human – vulnerable and helped by practical; 

Redeemed – loved by the Father, united to Christ, indwelt by the 

Spirit = New Creation – II Cor. 5:17, Gal. 2:20; I Jn. 4:4, posse non 

peccare)  

 

B. Love is Power (Key Question: What is the primary reason the redeemed 

sin?) 

 How do we overcome love for sin?  A Greater Love!   

1. What is the source of love? I Jn. 4:19 – We love because…” 

2. What is the effect of love?  

a. Holiness: Love to walk with him. John 14:15- “If you love 

me…”; Titus 2:11,12 - “The grace of God teaches us”  

 

b. Service: Love of what and whom he loves. II Cor. 5:14- 

“the love of Christ controls”; Matt. 25:40- “as you did it to 

one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” 

 

3. How to build love? Means of Grace ≠ Means to Grace  (bread not 

barter) 

 

Conclusion: Filling Up the Heart with the Power of Grace  

 


