
Suggestions for Clergy Appreciation Month 
Adapted from www.parsonage.org 

 
In all of your activities, remember that Clergy Appreciation Month is not about glorifying a man or a 
woman. It is a biblically consistent opportunity to recognize and encourage those whom God has called 
to proclaim His message and lead His people (1 Thess. 5:12-13). It is a time when the entire 
congregation can become unified in celebration of what God is doing in its midst. Perhaps some of the 
following ideas may work for your congregation or may inspire you to create your own. 
 
• Host a card shower at which members and friends present either purchased or homemade greeting 
cards to each pastor’s family. Or, distribute blank thank-you notes among the congregation to be used 
for expressing appreciation. Encourage those participating in these types of events to be as specific as 
possible in their praise, revisiting favorite sermons or moments when the pastor’s ministry made a 
difference. 

• Contact a local trophy company and order a small plaque for your pastor(s). A simple inscription might 
read: In Deepest Appreciation of [Pastor’s Name] and [His or Her] Family for Unselfish Commitment to 
the Body of Jesus Christ at [Church Name] Clergy Appreciation Month October [Year] 

• Plan a special appreciation service during your normal worship time(s) on the second weekend of the 
month. During this service, use a variety of means to honor your pastor(s). Work closely with your 
worship leader to make the celebration a very special one.  

• Submit an open letter to your local newspaper to announce to the community your genuine 
appreciation for your pastoral staff and their families. 

• Plan a special banquet in honor of your pastor(s). Have guest speakers and an entertaining program 
that highlight the accomplishments of the church under the pastor(s)’ leadership. Prepare a “This Is Your 
Life” show or celebrity roast. If such an event is not possible, arrange for several members of the 
congregation to take the pastoral staff and their families to lunch or dinner. 

• Present your pastoral family with a significant gift, including a card signed by as many people as 
possible. The cost of such a gift may be covered through your church budget or by asking for special 
donations.  

• Make banners of appreciation and display them throughout the church property. Distribute 
appreciation ribbons, buttons, stickers or T-shirts to every member of the congregation and wear them 
proudly throughout the month. 

• Send a letter to members of the congregation explaining Clergy Appreciation Month and include 
offering envelopes for a special love offering.  

• Set up a “leafless” tree that can be decorated with a variety of small gifts for your pastor(s), such as a 
favorite treat (chocolate chip cookies, candy), hobby items fishing flies), small envelopes with gift 
certificates (clothing stores, restaurants, bookstores, haircuts, dry cleaning, etc.) or money. 



• Play taped audio or video greetings from special friends, children, fellow ministers and district officials 
of your pastoral staff at a special service. 

• Have various congregation members sign up for each day of the month on which they would assume 
responsibility for providing some tangible expression of appreciation (meals, handcrafts, small gifts, 
bouquets of flowers or balloons, personal poetry). This will assure that your pastoral family feels 
affirmed throughout the entire month. 

• Design a memorial scrapbook. Insert photos and other souvenirs of the previous 12 months of your 
pastor’s ministry. Be sure to include lots of pictures of congregation members.  

• Participate in renovating part of the pastor’s home. There are almost always home improvements that 
pastors need, but cannot afford or do not have the skill or time to accomplish. 

• Present each of your pastors with a packet of personal service coupons. Have members of the 
congregation pledge to provide services for your pastoral families, such as lawn service, child care, car 
repairs or catered dinners. And don’t forget spiritual tasks, such as a commitment to pray each day for 
every member of your pastoral families. 

• Print bumper stickers with the message, “We love our pastor(s)!—from the people of [Your Church].” 

• Provide paid time off and travel funds for your pastoral families to visit their relatives. Getting away 
for special holidays or family events can be a memorable time of respite and relaxation. 

• Provide your pastor’s family with upgraded hardware equipment or a software package for their home 
computer. 

• Name something after your pastor(s), such as a room or banquet hall in the church, a scholarship fund 
or an annual church picnic.  

• Improve your pastor’s working environment by upgrading or expanding his office or study, adding 
bookcases and file cabinets, or replacing out-of-date office equipment and furniture. 

• Build a praise puzzle. Buy a large picture puzzle, assemble it, then have the congregation write 
personal notes of appreciation on the back in various colors and handwriting. When the messages are 
complete, disassemble the puzzle and give each family in the congregation a few random pieces with a 
date when they are to send their pieces to the pastor(s). As the puzzle is gradually assembled, it will 
surely be a blessing. (This works especially well in a small congregation.) 

• Give tickets to activities especially enjoyed by your pastoral staff, such as sporting events, the 
symphony, a play or dinner theater, a rodeo, a home show or gardening show, an antique auction or 
antique car show, etc. 

• Plaster signs on your church vans/buses that proclaim the message to your community of how much 
you love your pastoral staff.  



• Make a paper prayer chain. On separate strips of colored construction paper, have each family 
(children included) write down the specific prayer topics concerning their pastor(s) for which they will 
regularly remember to pray. 

• Prepare a “Sunshine Jar” for each pastoral family. Fill a large decorative jar with notes containing 
favorite Scripture verses and/or encouragement to be read anytime a boost is needed. 


